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The German Grimm Brothers fairy tales (most especially Disney'’s interpre-
tation of them) have intrinsically become part of our childhood fantasies. As
a girl, I identified with fairy tale characters such as Snow White. Our annual
primary school plays were about fairy tales, and I'd say, I'm Snow White and
want to be her. My black skin and location became an increasing disjuncture
with the fantasies | believed in. The elusive Snow White has given birth to a
Snow Black.

By harnessing my performative nature in front of the camera to play Snow
Black, | reference the influence of Western fairy tales and ideas of romance
and happy endings which are at odds with my life growing up in a Black
township. The surrealist, dream-like quality of the work sends out a harsh
message on the filtering’s of one’s psyche and the contrasts between a forev-
er promise of happiness and the tumults of life in South Africa, by examining
performativity and role-playing as a postcolonial strategy in deconstructing
colonial narratives which still inform our lives.

The work hopes to interrogate this educative influence of fairy tales as they
migrate to Other contexts across the globe. The work is evidence of the po-
litical in the personal — thus personal narratives resonate with larger political
and social issues and the project makes evident these intersections via an
interrogation of intimate narratives.
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